Gryphon Colosseum

Stereo Amplifier

In the aftermath of our milestone 25th anniversary, Gryphon Audio Designs
can look back with pride on more than a quarter of a century spent re-de-
fining the state of the art in music listening for the domestic environment.

As the introduction of the breakthrough Colosseum Stereo Power Amplifier
makes abundantly clear, Gryphon continues to define and refine the future
of cutting edge home audio, selectively and critically incorporating emerging
technological advances in the service of your listening pleasure.

Like every Gryphon product from the very beginning, the Gryphon Col-
osseum is designed by Gryphon founder, Flemming E. Rasmussen, and
manufactured in Denmark under his creative guidance.

Every Gryphon component reflects his training and experience as an
artist and industrial designer, as his acclaimed aesthetic sensibilities imbues
them with uniquely original form and functionality.

At Gryphon, form follows function as innovative engineering gives rise
1o the perfect fusion of sublime musicality and daring, imaginative design for
enhanced pride of ownership even during those rare moments when your
Gryphon system stands silent.

Gryphon makes a new level of innovative design and musical insight
available to the fortunate few with the Colosseum Stereo Power Amplifier, the

latest chapter in the adventure that is the Gryphon's tale.

Curiosity and Ambition

Fittingly, the Gryphon's tale is not the typical story of how a company created
a product. Instead, it is the story of how a product created a company a
quarter of a century ago, as Gryphon's founder and a close-knit circle of
talented friends created a product for their own use out of sheer unadulter-
ated curiosity to see just how far performance could be taken if mundane
concemns such as cost and conventional thinking were excluded from the

creative process.
The result was a product (the now legendary Gryphon Head Amp) so
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Tower of Power
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For ultimate convenience, the Colosseum can be configured to turn on au-
tomatically when the preamplifier tums on and to power down following a
period with no signal. A software-based user interface permits easy, intuitive
access to practical user-controlled features.

Gryphon Audio Designs remains committed to discrete circuitry and
100% Class A bias in the Gryphon Colosseum power amplifier, weighing in
at 80 kg.

While the Colosseum takes Gryphon's distinctive styling one step fur-
ther, our ongoing commitment to uncompromising sound quality is reaffirmed
by a wealth of detalls such as 2 x 160 Watts Pure Class A output power, 48
High-current bipolar output transistors, a 340,000 microFarad power capac-
itor bank and flat frequency response extending beyond 350 kHz.

The strict dual mono amplifier is suspended between the curved,
de-coupled side panels in a unique configuration that provides optimal lay-
out and operating conditions for all components. The dual transformers are
isolated and effectively shielded to prevent unwanted interaction with other
components.

Unique mechanical design ensures optimal thermal tracking between
drivers and output devices. The separate driver section has its own pow-
er supply from individual windings on the custom-built toroidal transformers
and features its own generous bank of proprietary Gryphon capacitors. The
output section employs Sanken bipolar output devices for extreme reliability
in addition to outstanding sonic performance. These transistors deliver mo-
mentary peak power of 4,000 Watts per channel without overload. Each of
the 48 transistors is bypassed with individual film capacitors.

In the best Gryphon tradition, the Colosseum utilizes a completely in-
dependent transformer and power supply for display and control circuits,
creating an effective firewall that prevents digital noise generated by these
circuits from reaching the amplifier circuits.

Negative feedback is not used and DC coupling is achieved with DC

servo circuitry. Internal wiring in the signal path is kept to an absolute p
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