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THE GRYPHON SONATA ALLEGRO



The Gryphon
Sonata Allegro
Preamplifier

True Dual Mono configu-
ration

Infrared remote control
Fully discrete circuitry
Pure Class A operation
Microprocessor-con-
trolled menu functions
Ultra-wide frequency
bandwidth

Zero negative feedback
Select premium-grade
components
Microprocessor-con-
trolled passive resistor
volume control
Custom-built C-core
transformers

33,000 microFarad capac-
ity per channel
DC-coupling with servo-
control

Isolated power supply for
non-audio circuits
Extensive mechanical
decoupling

Ultra-short signal path
with minimal internal-
wiring

Non-magnetic, non-reso-
nant aluminum cover
Fully sealed, double-
sided mil-spec PC
boards with 75 pm cop-
per traces
PCB-mounted sockets
eliminate wiring and
shorten signal path
Gold-plated input-isolat-
ing relays

3 balanced inputs and 2
balanced outputs with
PCB-mounted gold-plat-
ed Swiss Neutrik XLR
sockets

2 single-ended inputs
with gold-plated cus-
tom phono sockets
Power line conditioning
and voltage regulation
Optional Gryphon Legato
phonostage module
Designed and built in
Denmark

“A Dream Preamplifier”

A cover story in Audio
Magazine (Germany) hailed
the now discontinued
Gryphon Sonata as

“A  Dream Preamplifier”,
stating that “the Sonata cuts
straight through to the heart
of the matter, clearly reveal-
ing the quality of the record-
ing and of the source com-
ponent.”

Similar praise is heard
around the world, as we
push back the envelope
with each new model, mak-
ing Gryphon Audio Designs
a force to be reckoned with
in High End audio.

Now, Gryphon presents the
Sonata Allegro preamplifier,
the most sophisticated
component of its kind with a
splendid, sumptuous exteri-
or worthy of the innovative,
no-compromise audiophile
technologies within.

Component quality,
mechanical construction,
user-controlled menu func-



tions and cosmetic design
combine to fulfil the high
expectations that come with
the Gryphon name.
Component selection is
based on both technical cri-
teria (residual noise, tem-
perature coefficients, toler-
ances, distortion, reliability)
and subjective sonic crite-
ria, following extensive lis-
tening sessions.

Dual-Chassis

Separate preamplifier and
power supply chassis of
identical dimensions elimi-
nate unwanted interaction
between the fully regulated
power supply and delicate,
low-level audio signals.
Power supplies for the left
and right channels are com-
pletely independent with
DC cancellation circuitry, 8
reservoir capacitors, 33,000
microFarad and 11-stage
voltage regulation for each
channel, more than enough
to drive a medium-sized
power amplifier.

The ultra-silent power sup-

ply is a virtual battery, but
with none of the inconven-
iences of battery power.
The overkill power supply
provides improved current
flow and reduced residual

noise  for  substantial
improvements in sonic neu-
trality and resolution.

The power supply can also
drive the optional Gryphon

Legato phonostage, as a
stand-alone unit or as a
module installed in the pre-
amplifier.

Control Amplifier

Gryphon Sonata Allegro
offers four balanced inputs,
one single-ended input and
Tape In/Out for monitoring
during recording. The input
selector is outside the audio



signal path, acting as a trig-
ger for the precision, loss-
less relays placed near the
input sockets to shorten the
signal path. Source compo-
nents not in use are effec-
tively isolated from the sig-
nal path.

Mirror-image symmetrical
construction ensures high
common mode noise rejec-
tion (Common mode noise
in opposite phase cancels
itself out, because the pre-
amplifier stages are sym-
metrical.)

Customized system set-up
is made simple with exten-
sive menu-control of such
functions as start-up level,
channel balance, maximum
level, source level match-
ing, display lighting and
Green Bias control for
Gryphon Antileon
power amplifiers.

Authority and Vitality
Gryphon head Flemming E.
Rasmussen’s highly refined
aesthetic sensibilities
inform the cosmetic design
of the Gryphon Sonata
Allegro with its bold combi
nation of satin black
brushed aluminum and the
high-gloss sheen of the
acrylic surfaces. Both chas-
sis rest on spikes for effec-
tive isolation from mechani-
cal vibration.

The distinctive finish of the
Gryphon Sonata Allegro
symbolizes the authority
and vitality of its music
reproduction, re-defining
such crucial elements as

timing, bass control,

dynamic expansion

and trans-
parency.
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