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THE GRYPHON
SONATA
PREAMPLIFIER

Features

« Full remote control eperation

* Dual mono configuration

* Motor-driven passive resistor
volume control

* Fully discrete circuitry

» Select premium-grode compo
nents

* Low inductance,
Cerman Resista
rasishors

* Short signal path
with minimal inter
nal wiring

* Gold-plated input
l!n::-|l:|1|r1g ru|ug,.r5

* Inputs and outputs
with PCB-mounted
gold-plated Swiss
Meutric XLR and WBT
phono sockets

= 37,000 microFarad capacity

* Uhra-wideband 4 MHz fre
QUMHNCY Fesponss

* Zero negative leedback

* Pure Class A operation

* Groen Bios

+ Custom-built C-core trans-
tarmers

* Low oulput imp-l:dun::u for
long cable runs

* DC-coupling with serve-con
tral

« Dual mono external requloted
power supplies

* 11-sthage voltage regulation
per channel

= AC mains filtering

* Fully sealed double-sided Mil-
spec PC boards

* /3 ym copper Iraces

* Modular mainframe design

* Non-resenant, non-magnetic
aluminum chassis

* Mechanical grounding
Separate, isolated power sup-
ply for all nen-audio circuits

* Five year warranty

» Designed and hand-crafted in
Denmark

In a ne?er-ending quest for
conceptual simplicity,
Gryphon designed and
built the world’s ::un|}r truly
balanced phono stage, the
uf:clc:imeci) Gryphon
Orestes. Inspired by this
revelatory experience, the
next logical step was

inevitable: the design of o
completely balanced line-

level preamplifier, Only
the Gryphon Sonata pre-
amplitier is uncompromis-
ingly balanced in the inter-
est of clarity, accuracy and
musicality.

User Interface

With the exception of the
turntable, most  signal
sources offer the added
convenience of full remote
control. Therefore, the
Gryphon  Sonata  front
panel functions, source
switching, volume sefting,
mute and 5I{md|::}r, are also
accessible via remate con-
tral.

Ergonomically  designed
wiﬁ1 the dedicated audio-
phile in mind, the Gryphon

Sonata remote control s
milled from a solid block of
aluminum and crafted to
the same high standard as
the prec:m;:ﬁiﬁar, offering
infra-red remote access
from your favorite listening
[Jmiﬁc.n_ You will soon
earn to appreciate the
convenience of precise
selection of 45 discrete
level seffings via the
motor-driven vol-
ume atenuatar,

While many man-
ufacturers take o
cost-cutting digi
tal approach to
remote  volume
cc:ntrnL Gr}rphunis
first remote control-
lable  preamplifier
implements more costly
analog solutions for the
ultimate in convenience at
no sacrifice in sonic perfor-
mance.

For the serious listener,
remote control is more than
just a luxury. The Gryphon
six-button remate unit is an
indispensable tool which
provides access to addi-
tional menu-controlled
bunchions:

OQutput Limiting

Select and store in memoary a
maximum  volume  level
which cannot be exceeded,
manually or by remote, until
you re-set this function. This
Eﬂectimhf protects your
power amplifier and loud-
speakers from  expensive
accidents ir‘m‘:ll::lw'.-'nerh.=:n’r|1l,.-r

caused by guests or children.




Sensitivity Matching

Because sources can have
widely varying output lev-
els, it is often necessary to
adjust the volume control
when switching sources in
order fo maintain the same
level. With the Gryphon
Sonata, you can mcKe the
necessar adjustments
once cmcr for all and store
them in memory, so
that a given voKJme
control setting will
yield the same out-
ut level, regard-
Eass of whether you
are listening to CD,
LP, tape, tuner or
any other source.
Since  sensitivity
compensation s
executed via the
volume attenuator,
the Gryphon
Sonata elegantly
performs sensitivity match-
ing with no additional
components in the signal
path.

Start-Up Volume

Select and store in memory
a default volume level
which will automatically be
set by the preamplifier
every time you turn it on.

Channel Balance

Compensate in tiny incre-
ments for channel imbal-
ances caused by sources,
speakers or listening posi-
tion in order to obtain per-
fect balance.

Automatic Green

Bias Tracking - Control the
Green Bias function of
compatible Gryphon
power amplifiers from the
Gryphon Sonata by select-
in? and storing in memorz
volume settings at whic

the bias setting will auto-
matically switch to 50%,
75% or 100%.

Strictly Dual
Mono

The bold visual statement
made by the stark black
Gryphon Sonata with its
30 mm acrylic front and
recessed dot matrix display
should not distract attention
from the advanced technol-
ogy employed to achieve
the unparalleled warmth,
dynamic integrity, coher-
ence and transparency
which set this preamplifier
apart.

With infinite channel sepa-
ration and no interchannel
crosstalk, the strict dual
mono configuration of the
Gryphon Sonata makes
irrelevant many of the

. problems which designers

of stereo units waste time
and effort attempting to
solve. Independent, heavily
filtered outboard power
supplies for each channel
with separate custom-built
C-core transformers ensure
that each channel is com-
pletely unaffected by the
other channel.

Dual mono circuit design
and isolated, AC fil-
tered power sup-
plies capable of dri-
ving many power
amplifiers  confer
vast audible bene-
fits in terms of
improved  stereo
focus, dimensional
solidity and overall

clarity.

Uncompromisingly
Gryphon

Unlike more conventional
designs which typically
emp?oy a small number of
large capacitors, the heav-
ily reguﬁ:ﬂed power sup-
plies and active preamplifi-
er circuits of the Gryphon
Sonata are based on
arrays of multiple small
capacitors, as a result of
extensive tests which con-
firm the superior objective
electrical ~ characteristics
and subjective audio per-
formance of these capaci-
tor banks.

The gold-plated input
selector relays break the
ground connection of com-
ponents not currenﬂy being




used, E,H'ec’rivehr isclated
them from the 5ignu| p::lrh.
The Gryphon Sonata is fit-
ted with premium-grade,
gold-plated Meutric XLR
input and output connec-
tors for three sources, and
iwo preamp oulputs, and
WBT phono socktes for
tape inlout and an
additional source.

To eliminate any
adverse interaction
between the digital
display  circuitry
and the audio cir-
cuitry, the di5p|r:|}-' 15
physically isolated
outside the pream:
plifier chassis,
Separate, isolated
digital power sup
plies prevent any
unwanted interac-
tion at any level,

The over domped,
sterile sound quali

associated with
copious amounts of
negative feedback
has been eliminat-
ed by rejecting
global feedback as an
ulmccnplﬂhln solution in
the etfort to suppress clis
tortion,

Offered as an option on
previous Gryphon pream-
plitiers, Green Bias is now
standard with the Gr}fph-:::-n
Sonata to allow the ener-
gy-conscious to take part in
the conservation of our
global resources. When
used with a Gr}fphmn
power amplifier with the
Green  Bios  feature

(Gryphon Antileon,
Gryphon Antileon Solo),
the Gryphon Soncta can
adjust iﬁe operating bias of

the power -DITIP“HEF in
three steps (50%, 75% or
100% Class A) to match
}-'GLIF current I"IEE."E‘E. GFE‘EH
Bias is offered as a no-

compromise alternative to
various auto-biasing
schemes

The implementation of a
fully balanced, fully dis-
crete circuit with zero neg
ative feedback and ultra-
wide f'rr:quenc}f bandwidth
makes the Gry hon Sonata
unique, not only in terms of
technology, but where if
really matters, in terms of
its ability to recreate «
credible illusion of live
MUSIC.

The Next Step

We |'IDFI-E this presentation
has provided you with a
better understanding and
appreciation of the con-
cepts and the high level of
audio enginearing skill
which have gone info the
creation of the
Gryphen  Senata

pream p| fier.

At every stage af
the dev&|npmenr
process, design
skills and extensive
|U|:JDFDTDF}-’ testing
have been guided
and reinforced b}-'

|E51Er1ir1g L25510N%
involving  experi-
enced, critical

-:lucliﬂphlh:s whose
sole concern is for
the fidelity of the
reproduced sound
to that elusive ideal,
live music.

Your next step is to
visit  you local
aut h orize E]
Grrpl‘buh dm:h_—:r FU'F
further information and tor
the opportunity to experi
ence the musical magic of
the Gryphon Sonata first
hand.

Gryphon Audio Designs, Industrivej 9, 8580 Ry. Denmark. Tel: (45) 86891200 Fax: |45) 86891277




